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Fact Sheet #2                                                               

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Surge Peaceful Alternatives, not Troops!
The US and its allies have failed to bring stability to Afghanistan, but not because there aren’t enough troops.  We have never really tried peace. US policy has helped violence and corruption to soar. Now misplaced hope in military solutions is pushing peaceful strategies to the back burner. 

After 8 years of U.S.-led war, Afghans still lack jobs, clean water, food, electricity, health care, and schools. The many people working hard for peace with justice in their country deserve our support.  Where is it?  
· Transform the mission.  Afghanistan won’t begin to stabilize until Afghan needs, defined by Afghans, surge to the top of the international agenda. The US military’s “counter-terrorism” mission since 9/11 has trumped protection of the people, despite al Qaeda’s minor role in Afghanistan.  Non-military aid likewise has put American special interests first.  We must re-orient US policy to act on Afghans’ behalf.
· Surge pressure for governance reform and justice.  Afghans say their top problems are government corruption, lack of judicial redress, and missing public services.  US and NATO forces work with corrupt officials and hire local warlords to “protect the troops.” As chaos spirals, local support for the hated Taliban grows because at least they promise order – their way.   The US must pressure President Karzai to replace egregious offenders with competent, honest people.  Support the Reconciliation and Transitional Justice Plan.  Push for an independent international commission to investigate and press grievances. 
· Surge real democracy and drop US support for shams.  The US betrayed Afghans’ hopes for representative government with sham “democracy.”   The upcoming August 2009 elections must be transparent and better monitored; war criminals must be barred from running.  Prevent intimidation of women in public life, which deprives the nation of their talent, vision, and ardor for peace.
· Surge development aid, but make it count and have Afghans lead.  Priorities are way out of whack.  While pouring $100 million a day into military operations, the US has delivered only half its pledged $10.4 billion in humanitarian and development aid.  And most of this has been wasted on ill-conceived projects, pricey consultants, and crony contractors.  Congress must change the law that requires USAID to give most contracts to US companies.  Fund small-scale cooperative efforts defined by communities, for education, jobs, new skills, and self-sufficiency.  End “provincial reconstruction teams” which can’t deliver on these needs and undermine the work of legitimate NGOs by militarizing aid. 

· Surge diplomacy, but not by negotiating away Afghans’ future or excluding women from the table. Peace talks must be transparent and led by widely respected male and female Afghans, not manipulated by foreigners.  No more deals with warlords.  No sellout of Afghans’ rights for supposed stability. Launch a diplomatic effort with all regional players, including Russia, Iran, India, Pakistan, and Central Asian states. 
If we want our troops home, America’s failed approach in Afghanistan must be transformed with bold, peaceful solutions that haven’t yet been given a chance.
Call President Obama and your Congressperson today, and tell them that we must stop the military escalation and instead, surge peaceful solutions in Afghanistan.

Congressional Switchboard: 202-224-3121  White House Comments: 202-456-1111 Switchboard: 202-456-1414
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	For more information and resources and to learn about our new campaign, “Beyond War; A New Economy is Possible,” visit the website.
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We need your support.  Donate to UFPJ. 212-868-5545.


